September 2021

September General Membership Networking Luncheon
Wednesday, September 29th Networking at 11:30 - Program begins at noon
Hampton Inn Waynesburg - 227 Greene Plaza
$20 member - $25 non-member
Seating is limited to the first 50 guests , please register at info@greenechamber.org
"Celebrate Small Business! - Hear how some local small businesses are
succeeding despite today's challenges"
Menu : Lasagna, Green Beans, Salad and Rolls by Back Bay Catering

Janice Blair-Martin,
Chamber President,
speaking at the opening
of the luncheon.

Our delicious meal
provided by Back
Bay Catering.

August
Networking
Luncheon
Chair of the Greene County Commissioners,
Mike Belding, was our keynote speaker at
the August Networking
Luncheon. Mike gave an overview of the
Wisecarver Recreation Area project that is
currently underway. This multi-phase plan,
will create a recreational area, just west of
Waynesburg for residents and visitors
alike. Ground breaking on the first phase of
the project took place last month and will
create a parking area and softball field
among other amenities. He also presented
a "State of the County" update and
entertained questions from the guests.

Commissioner Mike Belding
speaking about the Wisecarver
Recreation Area Project that
is currently underway.

The 4th Annual Women in Business Breakfast took place last month in the
Benedum Dining Hall at Waynesburg University. The keynote speaker was Stacey Brodak ,
Vice President of Institutional Advancement and University Relations from Waynesburg
University who presented “We’ve Come a Long Way Baby! Looking at Both ‘20s American
Business Culture.”
The eye-opening presentation included interesting facts, solid numbers and historical data
that women are gaining ground in the business world, but there is still work to be done to be
on equal footing with male counterparts in most industries. A delicious breakfast was
provided by Aladdin Food Services.

Waynesburg University welcomes new students
Waynesburg University’s 2021-22 academic school year officially began Friday, Aug. 20, with
the University’s annual Matriculation Ceremony. President Douglas G. Lee and other
University leaders welcomed the freshman class at the 2 p.m. ceremony in Roberts Chapel.
This year, many students had an atypical college-search process, which included virtual tour experiences,
with Waynesburg University launching its own virtual tour in early 2021. Despite this, students still found
their way to Waynesburg from California, Texas, Tennessee and 16 other states. More than $10 million in aid
was awarded to the incoming class.
During the ceremony, President Lee encouraged the Class of 2025 to practice perseverance, citing examples
of the University’s early students and leaders faithfully persevering amidst hardships. Lee noted that the
incoming class has already demonstrated their ability to adapt throughout the pandemic.
“Our mission is to educate you to make connections between faith, learning and serving so that you might
live a life of purpose for the glory of God,” said President Lee. “It is about doing our best to prepare you to
have a successful career, and in that process, think and learn about the broader implications of faith in God
and service to humanity and how a life of purpose connects all three. You are the great hope of the future.”
The names of matriculating students were announced by Lanny Frattare, Assistant Professor of
Communication and former voice of the Pittsburgh Pirates, and Doug Wilson, Lecturer of Communication.
Matriculation marks the beginning of an eventful weekend organized to introduce freshmen to their new
home at Waynesburg University. The incoming class met with faculty, participated in activities that allowed
them to meet other new students, and attended numerous informational meetings.
“We are truly blessed that our strong dedication to our mission has brought a wonderful new group of
students to our campus community,” said Jackie Palko, Director of Undergraduate and Graduate Admissions.
“We are all excited for them to embrace Waynesburg as their home away from home.”
New students also participated in service projects on campus and across Greene County.
Service sites included the Eva K. Bowlby Library, First Presbyterian Church, the Greene County Historical
Society, Lion’s Club Park, Servant Song, the Unity Trail, United Way and 2nd Sam 9.
Freshmen moved into their residence halls Thursday, Aug. 19. Upperclassmen moved into residence halls Saturday, Aug. 21, and Sunday, Aug. 22, and classes began on Monday, Aug. 23.
The Matriculation Ceremony as well as all New Student Orientation programming was held in compliance
with the Keep Waynesburg Well Plan, which is the University’s comprehensive, practical, and adaptable
health and safety plan in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Keep Waynesburg Well Plan guided the inperson 2020-21 academic year and has been updated for the current academic year. Learn more online at
waynesburg.edu/keepwaynesburgwell.

CACREP accreditation granted to Waynesburg Uni. Counseling Programs
The Waynesburg University Graduate Counseling Program recently received
accreditation by the Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Education Programs
(CACREP) for two counseling specialty areas and a doctoral program.
The programs include Waynesburg’s Master of Arts in Counseling (Addiction Counseling)
Program, Master of Arts in Counseling (Clinical Mental Health Counseling) Program and the
Ph.D. in Counselor Education and Supervision Program. The accreditation cycle lasts through
Oct. 31, 2029, and was granted without condition.
“This accreditation is the result of a consistent and collaborative effort of our faculty,
students, administration, and staff over the course of several years,” shared Dr. James Hepburn, director of the Graduate Counseling Program and professor of psychology.
“Accreditation by CACREP certifies that our programs meet all of the standards set forth by
CACREP. These standards are intended to ensure that students graduating from our programs
have the requisite knowledge and skills to work effectively as counselors (M.A.) and as
counselor-educators (Ph.D.).”
The accreditation process includes an extensive review of self-study documents, an on-site
review team visit and various oral and written feedback between the institution and the
CACREP board. Waynesburg’s faculty and staff began developing a self-study in the fall of
2018 and completed the extensive review by the fall of 2019. The site visit was postponed
until the spring of 2021 because of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

“This accreditation will allow us to attract the best students from our region and facilitate the
ongoing development of innovative clinical programming, community outreach, and
advocacy for individuals who may have mental health needs or substance use concerns,”
added Dr. Hepburn.
Earlier this year, Waynesburg University’s Addictions Counseling concentration was
recognized as a 2021 Top 50 Master’s Counseling Program for Addiction Counseling by
Addiction Counselor. The program was ranked No. 4 in the country.

“The counseling programs at Waynesburg University have developed a highly qualified faculty
who are diverse in their training, actively engaged in clinical practice, involved in community
outreach and advocacy, and committed to sharing their insights and ideas through
conference presentations and the publication of their research,” said Dr. Hepburn. “This is a
validation of the high standards of the counseling faculty, the proven success of our students,
and the support provided by our administration.”
For more information, contact Dr. Hepburn at jhepburn@waynesburg.edu.

National Alpaca Farm
Days are coming!!
Lippencott Alpacas has
planned a variety of
activities to
demonstrate "Life with
Alpacas" at the FREE
OPEN HOUSE!
Visitors will enjoy two
afternoons of fun for all
ages. Bring 200 of your
favorite friends.

Rain Day
End of Summer Concert!
West Park Between Richhill
Street & West Street
Waynesburg, PA
Friday September 10, 2021
Free public event!
Bring your own blankets or
lawn chairs!
Quick Exit 6pm-9pm
Fireworks at 9pm

Stop by and celebrate with the Fox Ford Family as they
mark 100 years of continued service to Greene County and
its automotive needs.
Test your driving skills in the NASCAR simulator!
And if you are in the market for a new or used car, this is
the place to be!

We’re Open in Person!
The Chamber office is
now open:
Tuesday - Thursday
10am - 2pm

Monday and Friday
by appointment

Curbside or
In-Office
Notary!
Notary is available by
appointment. Notary work
(excluding title transfers) is free
to chamber members as part of
your membership benefits.
Email
melody@greenechamber.org
to schedule an
appointment.

Small Business Expansion Loans Now Available
The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC) is offering small business expansion loans at an
interest rate of 1% through the Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) Revolving Loan Fund.
The offer is open to any small businesses in the region that are looking to finance a building
purchase, a renovation project, or an equipment purchase, please feel free to contact Steve
Meredith of the SPC at 412-391-5590 @ ext 325 or Don Chappel at the Greene County Industrial
Development Corporation (724-852-2965) for additional information.

Your Ad Here!
Contact
melody@greenechamber.org
for more information!

