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A Letter From the Director - Re-Inventing Greene
   In the past month, your Chamber has continued to focus on assisting our member businesses as we navigate 
the pandemic quarantine together. Our goal is to continue to be a trusted resource for you for information that is 
relevant to our members and the Greene County community. We are also continuing to share webinar 
opportunities that may make your transition back to work easier and more informed.
   As we move into the yellow and green phases, we will be here to help you promote your business in any way 
possible. Our website and both of our Facebook pages continue to have a broad appeal and our eBlasts and 
eNewsletters also have a considerable reach. Please be sure to keep us in the loop so that we can help you 
spread the word.
   I have noticed that many of you have re-invented yourselves to be able to continue to operate, just in a new 
way. Many of you are now using curb-side pickup, expanding your offerings, or decreasing them with a specific 
focus, offering specials, ability to pre-order, etc. So please, let us know what you have done to re-invent your 
business during this time. And, what your plans are as we move forward. Again, this is what we can do for you 
so do not forget to let us know.
   We all realize that how each of us will operate moving forward, will not be the same way we operated in the 
past. But think back to 9/11, that changed our country in many ways that we now consider common place. And 
the changes that are ahead of us will become common place in time as well. Our “new normal” work 
environment will need to be a safe one for our employees, suppliers, and our customers. It will affect how we 
interact with co-workers and customers, handle foot traffic in and out of our offices and businesses, etc. A big 
impact to the Chamber has been that we have had to cancel 13 events/gatherings that was on our schedule 
from the end of March through the end of June. And at this time, we can not even begin to think about 
rescheduling them in the same format that they once were. Digital meetings and gatherings will most likely 
become the new normal for a lot of us.
   But the bottom line is that we must act in a safe and 
responsible manner as we begin this process. It will not be easy 
for most of us to change and re-invent processes. Many of our 
members are offering products and services to be able to help 
each other through this process. So, I encourage all of you, to 
please, consider shopping local first for anything that you need. 
If it is something that you already purchase from outside the 
county that you can also purchase from a business within the 
county, make the switch. Now is the time for all of us to work 
together to take care of and support each other so that when 
this is over, Greene County stands strong. We can do this!
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COVID-19 Business Recovery Resources

COVID-19 Recovery Phase:
As businesses start to re-open, there are several new things to consider to protect your employees, customers 
and clients. Resources for businesses are starting to surface to help you in this recovery phase. 

Navigating the Road to Recovery
This document reviews ways that the Chamber can help your business navigate the road to economic recovery 
after a global pandemic. Click here to view document.

Verizon Wireless Business Solutions 
Verizon Wireless is here to help your business through COVID-19. Click here to see how they can help.

Re-Opening Marketing Materials
As our businesses begin to reopen, Direct Results is here and ready to help! They can quickly handle your 
business’s marketing needs in this unprecedented time of change. Whether it’s signs to say you’re open, 
banners to show your appreciation, new take-out menus, or a digital campaign to set yourself up for growth, 
they want to help fellow small businesses survive right now, so that we can thrive together when this challenge 
passes. Curbside pick-up and no contact delivery are available. Please contact Direct Results if there is 
something that they can do to support you and your business. Click here for more information.

Protective Barriers for your Business Now Available
As you prepare your business for reopening, you might be thinking of ways to protect your employees and your 
customers. Direct Results has you covered offering barriers and partitions to help protect everyone from virus-
containing droplets. Options include:  Protective Counter Barrier, Workplace Partitions, Vinyl Wall Barrier. Call 
Direct Results for more information at 724-627-2040.

Retail Industry Leaders Association's Guide for Business Re-Opening
Open for Business - A Blueprint for Shopping Safe: Click here to view guide.

Template for Responsible Re-Entry 
What does the new normal look like? Responsible Re-entry for a business should be as personalized as your 
mission statement, your culture, your work force and the type or size of your business will be considerations 
when writing a re-entry plan and when determining when to move on to the next phase. Use this guide to help 
create a re-entry plan for your business. 

Energy Savings with World Kinect
Now more than ever, businesses are trying to save money. Remember as a Chamber member, you receive this 
great benefit with World Kinect Energy Services. Click here for more information. (See flyers attached)

My Benefit Advisor Solutions during COVID-19
As the country continues to be impacted by the COVID-19 outbreak, employers 
and their employees have many questions on the potential impact. The following 
website is a hub for important client communication on the resources available to 
help you answer those questions. Click here for to view.

For a full listing of all available resources, visit COVID-19 Resources pages on our website: COVID-19 
Business Resources and COVID-19 Recovery Phase Resources. These pages are updated daily as new 
information is available to help you and your business. 

https://greenechamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Navigating-The-Road-To-Recovery_-The-Role-of-a-Local-Chamber-After-The-Pandemic.pdf
https://greenechamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Chamber-Product-Links.pdf
ttps://greenechamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/DR-Greene-County-E-BLAST-01-page-001.jpg
https://greenechamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/ProtectiveCounterBarrier_UB_1-1.pdf
https://greenechamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Sneeze_Guard_Partition_Flyer_01.png
https://greenechamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Vinyl_Wall_Barrier_UB1-1.pdf
https://rilastagemedia.blob.core.windows.net/rila-web/rila.web/media/media/pdfs/committee%20documents/coronavirus%20documents/final-reopen-retail-blueprint-rila-nrf.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ijspbf10oq3bytf/Template%20Responsible%20Re-Entry%20-%20Work%20Considerations.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ijspbf10oq3bytf/Template%20Responsible%20Re-Entry%20-%20Work%20Considerations.docx?dl=0
https://greenechamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/WKES-GREENE-ChamberFlyer.pdf
https://www.emersonreid.com/DocumentServer/Public/covid-19.html
https://greenechamber.org/covid-19-business-resources/
https://greenechamber.org/covid-19-business-resources/
https://greenechamber.org/covid-19-recovery-phase-resources/


Chamber Scholarship Program

   The Chamber is in the same situation of many of 
our members. We operate solely through our
membership dues income and event revenue. We do 
not receive any tax dollars or are we eligible for
any grant funding. This includes the Federal Payroll 
Protection Program. While we are hopeful that our
efforts along with other Chambers across the country, 
will result in Chambers being included in round #4 of 
the stimulus packages, there is no guarantee that we 
will be able to beat the rush and get approved before 
funds run out. At present, we have been reduced to 
very little income at this time and staff has been 
reduced to one employee in order to conserve funds 
but still deliver services.
  So if any member would be inclined to make a 
contribution of any amount to help our office continue 
to provide services and be here when we are needed 
most, we would be so very appreciative.
Contributions can be mailed to us at the office 
address, 3157 Mt. Morris Road, #103, Waynesburg, 
Pa 15370 or by credit card at 724-627-5926. All 
donors will be recognized on all of our media sources 
as “Chamber Champions”. We thank you in advance 
for your considerations.

  With the Coronavirus interuptions, 
we have all been expreiencing, we 
have had to make several changes 
to our events and deadlines, 
including our schoolarship. After 
extending the Annual Chamber 

Scholarship deadline to accomdate applicants to 
gather the appropriate materials, we also have to 
postpone the announcment of the winners. Due to 
delays caused by mail forwarding, we want to make 
sure all who applied for the scholarships were 
considered. Applications have been sent to the judges 
and will be reviewed. Winners of each scholarship will 
be annouced soon and will appear in the June issue 
of the Chamber Chatter.  

Chamber Champions Needed
Mount Morris Tire Service, Inc.
Mr. Michael Holbert, Owner
Mailing: PO Box 86
Physical: 136 Bald Hill Church Road
Mt. Morris, Pa 15349
Phone/Fax: 724-324-2200
Cell: 724-998-1903
mike@mtmorristire.com
Tire Services

Pittsburgh Job Corps
Ms. Carrie Nolan, Business 
Community Liaison
7175 Highland Drive
Pittsburgh, Pa 15206
Office: 412-441-8700
Cell: 412-475-7820
nolan.carrie@jobcorps.org
Education & Training

   The Chamber’s 
Executive Director, 
Melody Longstreth was 
quoted in an article by 
the Pittsburgh Post 
Gazette regarding 

Chambers helping businesses access funding during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Funding was available for 
businesses and non-profits including 501 (c)(3) and 
501 (c)(19) organizations. However, lawmakers left 
out other non-profits like chambers, which are formed 
under 501(c)(6).
   Melody stated in the article, “(Our) bank account 
keeps dwindling, but requests for help go up. Not 
being able to access funding that we’re helping 
businesses get is ironic. It’s very frustrating that the 
powers in DC seem to think all chambers are lobbying 
organizations. We’re the grassroots. We’re not 
lobbying for changes in Harrisburg and DC. We’re 
here to serve businesses.”
Click here to read the full article.

Welcome New Members!

Greene County Chamber 
Included in Post Gazette Article

https://pg-share.newsslide.com/5471ed24-99df-4539-ab08-fd94ae9bb936/7827ecd0-9adb-461d-a962-da866ce4d916/?fbclid=IwAR0RxZZaaDIAFZJv33FYbwMn58Ug_-jneBkVSQVnfYcADrQin4E3S1W5Obg


Article & Photos Courtesy of the GreeneScene Magazine. 
   Waynesburg resident Ben McMillen isn’t letting the 
COVID-19 shutdown stop him from staying busy and serving 
his community. Ben operates two small businesses in Greene 
County – McMillen Photography and Hilltop Packs, which 
produces ultralight backpacking equipment. When his 
photography business was affected by the shutdown and sales 
from the backpacking company dropped by 80%, Ben 
suddenly had a lot of available time on his hands. Instead of 
taking the time off to ride out the closures and limitations, Ben 
saw a need in the community that he could meet, thanks to his 

equipment at Hilltop Packs: producing reusable masks.    
   At first, it was just Ben and his family involved in the Masks for Greene County PA project. The family owns 
five sewing machines and they quickly got to work producing 
masks. But within just a few days, the workload demanded 
more than they could deliver. “It was clear that we would need 
more volunteers,” Ben says. “We now have well over 20 
people producing masks.” 
   Volunteers not involved in producing the masks have also 
jumped in to donate materials, sewing machines, monetary 
donations, and delivery drivers so that the project could 
continue moving forward as the need for masks increased, 
especially once the CDC announced that everyone should 
wear masks to protect others. 
   Among the more than 70 people and business owners who 
have donated, Waynesburg business Direct Results has 
repurposed their embroidery machines to assist in producing 
masks for Greene County. “We’re thrilled to be able to assist Ben McMillen and Hilltop Packs to provide this 
service to our community,” says Pam Marisa of Direct Results. 

   Masks are not N95 or medical grade but are dual layer 
cotton masks. Masks are free. You can help too! Two 
ways you can help: You can sew or provide materials, 
including 100% cotton fabric, quality thread and elastic 
cord. For more information on requests or volunteering, 
visit www.hilltoppacks.com 

Masks for Greene County Project

http://www.hilltoppacks.com


Members Helping Members
WANB RADIO ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY
Cool Country 105.1/1210 WANB Waynesburg
Greene County’s local “Hometown Radio Station”
Serving Greene County since 1956 with news, 
information and entertainment. During this 
unprecedented time, TOGETHER we can make a 
difference, Greene County can be stronger than ever!
Be part of our radio community.  For more information 
on how we can help your business with emergency 
advertising plans that are more affordable than other 
media options, email us today at 
wanbradio@gmail.com, message us on the Greene 
County Radio Facebook page or call 724- 853–7000.

COMING TOGETHER TO HELP OUR COMMUNITY
   During the most difficult times, we sometimes get a 
chance to make a difference. Our team at Direct 
Results is practicing social distancing, but we continue 
to keep our sights on the community that we love! 
Please consider joining our campaign to Stand Strong 
against this invisible enemy! Your support will help our 
small businesses, and a portion of EVERY product sold 
will go directly to purchase items from other small 
businesses to make gift baskets that will be distributed 
to our LOCAL healthcare workers fighting on the front 
lines of this battle. Let’s remember what’s really 
important, as we connect our community businesses to 
help each other! We’re all in this together, and we will 
STAND STRONG and WIN. http://drfanwear.com/
standstrong/

TELL YOUR STORY TO GREENESCENE
   The upcoming June 2020 Issue of the 
GreeneScene magazine (published on May 21, 
2020) will include a large article on how the 
COVID19 Crisis has impacted Greene County and 
how our residents and workers have adapted to this 
new social environment. The GreeneScene wants to 
to tell the story of heartache and perseverance 
through the eyes of small businesses and local 
essential employees in our area.
   Any GreeneScene Magazine and Placemat 
Advertising clients that would like to share their 
businesses’ COVID19 stories, including their 
challenges, adaptations, successes, and anecdotes, 
we want to hear from you! We want to see how 
businesses have maintained themselves during the 
crisis, as well as what they hope to pursue in the 
near future and what lessons this crisis has taught 
them. We’d also love to know if your business has 
done anything to give back to the community and 
your customers during this crisis as a gesture of 
goodwill.
   Stories should be limited to 150 words or less, and 
sent via email to either Danielle@directresults.us or 
michelle@directresults.us by Monday, May 11 at 5 
p.m.  Businesses who submit their stories to us will 
receive two complimentary cloth masks courtesy of 
our parent company Direct Results.

SUMMER T-SHIRT SALE
Almost everyone has a favorite T-shirt!  They’re 
cool, they’re comfortable, they’re colorful, and they 
can be captivating! With summer and warm weather 
quickly approaching, Direct Results is offering an 
amazing deal for a limited time.
This Summer T-Shirt Sale includes the fowllowing:
      •   Order quantities of 12 or more, pay 

ONLY $5.99 per shirt 
      •   Any color shirt
      •   Screen printed in up to 2 locations, with up to 

3 imprint colors per location
      •   Free design
      •   Free screen fees
Don’t miss out on this powerful and affordable 
marketing opportunity! Call Direct Results today at 
724-627-2040 to place your order!

mailto:wanbradio@gmail.com
http://drfanwear.com/standstrong/
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